LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
Many of the men who led the reform movement were
not revolutionary; they were law-abiding citizens, loyal
subjects of the King, and they disliked and feared revolu-
tionary doctrines. But as reformers they attacked par-
ticular and acknowledged abuses with great courage and
ability. In view of the fixed opinions of the governing
class they were convinced that rioting was in many cases
the only means by which they could force the attention
of legislators upon their grievances. It was an attitude
adopted, and with considerable success, in the struggle for
women's suffrage nearly a century later. But the Tories,
who would not discriminate between loyal and honest
reformers and lawless revolutionaires, tarred them all
with the revolutionary brush, and Lord Redesdale was
one of the sincerest and ablest spokesmen of that Party.
Lord Redesdale was considered the leading authority on
peerage law, and his work in connection with peerage
claims entailed long hours of research, a vast correspon-
dence and much anxious thought. His conclusions made
him many enemies among men who were convinced of
the justice of their claims and were infuriated at the line
he took in opposing them.
There were few people who could give him adequate
assistance. John Caley of the Record Commission, was
engaged in the work, but he was found unsatisfactory and
Lord Redesdale undertook a large share himself.
The Report was printed for the Lords in May 1820.
It was the result of careful researches into the constitution
of the "supreme legislature of England from the time of
the Conquest to the present day."
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